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RELIGION
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1. DUTIES OF A REVOLUTIONARY

Mr. E. V. Ramasami Naicker in the courae of his presidential address
at the South Indian Social Reformera’ Conference, held on the 26th of
November (1928) at Madras, said @

It would have been more appropriate if you could have chosen as
your president one who is a firm believer in social reform. I am fast
loosing my faith in social reform as an agency for the regeneration of our
country. The advancement of the country can only be through social
revolution born of invincible courage and undaunted boldness. I have
arrived at this conclusion after long and patient deliberations. I beg to
tell you thatI am endeavouring to serve the country by destroying the use-
less and harmful overgrowth that is threatening its very life. Society in
my humble opinion, has degenerated to an extent which it is impossible
to remedy by social reform. The much talked of social reform of the
present day is one of the crafty weapons of the educated and the wealthy
classes who are competing with one another in an attempt to gain
popularity and influence over the peoples. Such methods of social reform
are not intended to confer any benefit on those for whose welfare they are
apparently intended. These methods are adopted to serve the selfish
interest of the so-called social reformers themselves. But those whose lot
requires to be bettered always believe in the genuineness of these reformers,
And the result of it all is that day by day, their condition is growing
worse, they are degenerating into a state from which they cannot be
reformed and uplifted easily. The chief reason for this is the fact that
those set of people whose attitude of mind towards society brought about
the degeneration of certain classes which need reformation at present,
those class of people to whose selfish activities much of the unsettled
condition of our society is due—it is these men who are now working and
benefitting by their work in the department of social amelioration.

The most important of the evils that stare us in our face is that
which is responsible for the division of the people into superiors and
inferiors in society on the baais of birth. These evils have come to exist
in our country on account of the fact that they have been established in
the name of religion, God and heaven. The anxiety to reform society
and purge it of its evils was in the minds of men of long ago. It might be
said that Buddha, Ramanuja and Tiruvalluvar were the foremost in their
age to attempt something in this direction. But it cannot be said that in
these directions there has been the least progress which redounded to the
benefit of society from the efforts made from that time onwards till now.
It is impossible for our people to effect anything by social reform,
because the sentiments of religion and the veneration of God have been so
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inextricably connected with these superstitious ideas and beliefs. But this
state of things is advantageous to some sets of people, and that is the
reason, I think, for the failure of the efforts to improve the condition
of the people.

Itis not an easy task to enunciate more wise theories or do more
strenuous work than was done by Buddha, Kapilar, Tiruvalluvar,
Ramanuja and others. That is the reason why the opponents of social
reform have strong belief in their obstructive propaganda. The feelings
towards religion and the attitude towards God have been built on the
foundations of ignorant belief and blind faith, Worshipping God out of
blind belief, man has come to acrept and live according to many of the
purblind conceptions of religion.

To say that ignorant belief and blind faith should be destroyed is
national service destined for the benefit of humanity. People have for a
very long time been carrying on this propaganda with caution, patience,
love, sympathy, good words and persuasive arguments. What has been
the result of their attempts ? How long we are going to be experimenting
like this? We find that such propaganda is done by people who are
anxious to ingratiate themselves into the good looks of the opponents of
social reform and gain popularity and prestige as reformers. Itis also
due to a lack of courage to push onward on the part of such reformers.
Some people might quote the opinions of Swami Vivekananda, Gandhiji
and others to disprove my contentions. I frankly accept that my
opinions are opposed to theirs. Some people say, ¢ Do not destroy the old
symbolisms, the ancient pictures and the hoary traditions and culture?”.
Such things which these people want to foster are responsible for the
degeneration of our country and demoralisation of our people, and this
we must impress on the mind of every reasonable man by our propaganda
work, Otherwise, a state of things will come into existence from which
it will be well nigh impossible to obtain liberation and salvation.

For instance, Ramanuja with a view to reform society and at the
same time preserve the old symbols, caught hold of many of those who
were called ¢ Pariahs?’ and put the ¢ namam? on their foreheads and
invested them with the sacred thread so as to bring about equality in
society. The old symbols were no doubt preserved, but did the people
get equality ¥ Were the followers imbued with the feelings of fraternity ?

Let us take the temples of the land. Instead of being a symbolical
abode of the supreme being, they have degenerated into dens of all kinds
of iniquity and hotbeds of vice. Even in thecase of the ancient culture,
the art and the paintings, it will be clear that they also stand in the way
of social reform. What benefit have the Vedas and the Puranas conferred
on mankind? What have the people gained by reading the Bharatham, the
Ramayana, Siva Puranam, Vishnu Puranam, Thiruvilayadal Puranam,

www.thamizham.net - Free E book No 3046



RELIGION v

et hoc genus omne? Consider whether you do not find in these books
doctrines which go against the principles of human conduct and human
character, and do you think that some of the worst books and worst set
of people could be guilty of graver wrongs and more serious crimes than
some of those mentioned in these books? Also seriously consider the fact
whether these old books do not stand in the way of social reform. Do not
the social reactionaries quote from these texts and these scriptures and
cite authorities to support their positiont? It is said that there are some
passages in those books which support the standpoint of the reformers,
In my opinion, this is empty talk to deceive gullible people. I feel that
so long as the people want to hug to these scriptures, solong will they be
unable to achieve success in their efforts to reform society. I have not
come here to speak about God, I think the less we speak about Him, the
better it will be for us.

So far as religion is concerned, there is no paucity of propaganda
and publicity. Every man believes that it is only through his religion
that salvation could be reached. Why should there be so much competi-
tion between religions? When we deeply consider all this, it would be
clear that religion is an absurdity. But if it is conceded that religion is
an institution brought into existence so as to define certain rules and
draft certain regulations for the better functioning of society, then it
may be entitled to some consideration. But then religion should change
according to the needs and requirements of the times, but if the word of
God or the preachings of the son of God or the doctrines of the measenger
of the Almighty are as sacred and sacrosanct as God himself then the
paramount duty of social reformers is to abolish and destroy those
religions. The principle of social reform is the principle of adoption to
the changing conditions of the times. And so the social reformer should
not flinch in destroying at once the things which would not change
according as the changed conditions of the world require.

The next thing that the social reformers should devote their
attention to is that of the relationship between man and woman. In our
society women are being treated worse than untouchables. Women are
considered to be slaves of men. If such a system has been made by God,
the first thing that we should do is to destroy that God. It is a great pity
that so many things should be foisted upon the devoted head of poor God.
Especially in our country, the position of our womenfolk is the worst
that could be thought of. Chastity is considered to be the foremost duty
of women. The gods that men worship have been symbolised as having
their wives on their heads, tongue or shoulders.

(Speech, ¢ Revolt *—Volume 1, No. 5. Dated 5th December 1928, Erode]

But the people have not learnt chivalry from their Gods and do not
treat their women with decency. As aresult of the slavery of women,
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children are bred up as slaves and the whole country is enslaved. If we
are to be free, we must free our women who must be allowed the same
liberty and the same privileges as our men. Women must depend upon
themselves for their emancipation from slavery and should boldly come
forward and break their bonds. Turkey, Afghanistan and China are
standing examples of women achieving their freedom.

I would next draw your attention to the most inhuman institution
of widowhood by which our sisters are subjected to untold hardships. We
fail to understand why the ancients created this institution. It could
not be because, there was surplus womanhood in our country in those
days. For our Gods had not less than two wives each, and our kings
married a thousand; a ten thousand, and a sixty thousand wives ata
time! Probably our forefathers intended the institution of widowhood in
order to make provision for the needs of the Sanyasis and the guests to
whom hospitality had to be extended as a religious duty. Whatever be
the reason, this institution has done incalculable harm to the womanhood
of the country, and deserves to be abolished without a moment’s delay.
In this connection, I would appeal to the widows themselves to take
courage in both their hands and work out their own salvation. They
should not be deterred by the shame and obloquy that society may heap
upon them, and should come forward to choose husbands and publish
their choice before the world. An exhibition of courage in this matter,
even by a few widows, would serve as an object lesson for the others, and
would pave the way for the coming generations. I would also appeal to
those women who are not widows to lend a helping hand to their suffering
sisters who are unfortunate enough to be widowed. The wives should
help the widows to secure husbands for the latter and lend a hand at the
purification of society and the creation of a healthy moral atmosphere
for their husbands and their children.

Distinctions of caste were created in our country at a time when the
strong man oppressed the weak. The continuance of these distinctions, is
evidence of the fact that we have not advanced from the stage of
barbarism. No reasons have so far been urged to prove the superiority of
one man to another by the right of his birth alone. Morality and
intellect are not the outcome of one's birth. The division of caste by
birth has been condemned by almostall the reformers and the concomitant
evils of caste system have besn condemned for many years. All has been
in vain. Istrongly believe that this monstrosity cannot be wiped off by
means of preachings to the masses. The only way to get rid of the
scourge is by legislation and communal representation in the services.
This may seem paradoxical to you. Ishall explain my position. If
communal representation is granted, there will be no chance for the
privileged classes to ride rough shod over the oppressed. Politicians
object to the idea of communal representation in services urging that it
would disunite the people. When we- express our wish to gather the
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conflicting elements of society into a harmonious whole there is the rub.
The religionists raise their hue and cry. If we attempt to remove the
obstacles of religion from our path by means of legislation, the so called
religious teachers and Achariyas raise their vehement protestations. If
we heed to the voice of religion and desist from amalgamating the
communities but keep them separate there is enough justification for
communal representation.

Now to the curse of untouchability. Our country has the monopoly
for see-me-not-isms and touch-me-not-isms. A country where there isa
class of people who are not entitled to walk in public streets, who are not
allowed to worship God in their own temples, who are prevented from
using the common wells and tanks—such a country may as well be
destroyed by an earthquake, burnt out by a voleano, or submerged by the
ocean. If God is All-Merciful, He should have obliterated our country
long ago. Isit not shameful on the part of such a country to aspire for
Swaraj, Dominion Status or complete Independence? Politicians may say,
that untouchability will go if we get Swaraj. To them I say not merely
Swaraj but Dharma Raj, Rama Raj, Harischandra Raj and the Raj of the
very Gods—these were responsible for originating and organising this
blot on humanity. If these governments come to life once again, I fear
the position of this class would become unredeemable. I appeal to the
reformera both social and political to carry on the mission of removing
the sin of untouchability and cleanse our society of the dirt that has
accumulated for centuries.

Another important thing that needs mention is education. True
education is that which imparts knowledge on human nature. Tiru-
valluvar says, ‘however educated one may be, if one does not adjust
himself to the world current, he is worse than an illiterate?. The
education that is now obtained in schools and colleges is useful to produce
slaves, who are helping the foreign domination. It is sheer nonsense that
devotion to God, devotion to religion and devotion to king should be
taught in schools, If they deserve any devotion at all let them earn it by
displaying their intrinsic merit. My ardent wish is that no education be
imparted to the communities from which the intelligentia of the land
bhave sprung up. I like to see the existing schools and colleges closed
at least for a period of fifteen years and the ladies and the illiterate
communities imparted the true education referred to above. This is the
first duty of any good Government and all sincere reformers.

[Spsech, ¢ Revolt *—Volume 1., No, 6, Dated 12th December 1528, Erode]
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2, CASTE

Among the many conferences that were held under the auspices of
the Indian National Congress at Lahore, the Jat Pat Torak Conference held
under the auspices of the Jat Pat Torak Mandal, Lahore (Society for
breaking caste) deserves our closer attention. This Conference whose
proceedings we shall publish in detail, later on, and whose resolutions
appear elsewhere in this iassue, is certainly the most important of the
conferences held during the Congress session. When we say this is an
important one, we mean it is so, not merely, because its creed of the
destruction of caste is also the chief creed of our Self-respect movement,
but there is a general feature in the Conference itself which should not be
passed over by us. It is almost a hackneyed saying that ¢ a man is known
by the company he keeps . It was only two years back that the same
¢ All India ?’ Congress, during its session at Madras saw its own votaries
holding a Varnashramite Conference at Madras. The same Congress, with
a mere change of place from our ¢ cultured ” presidency to northern most
Lahore, has changed its ¢ colour ”? (Varnam) sosuddenly, and so wonder-
fully that it has allowed the holding of a conference (Jat Pat Torak)
entirely opposed to the principle of ¢¢ Varnam ?? i.e., caste. This event
will give some idea to our North Indian comrades, of the social condition
in the South, and of the way in which the wind is blowing in South India.

We remember in this connection, Mrs. Sarojini’s (Naidu) famous
tribute to the ¢¢ pioneers of liberty ?? here, that ¢ the SouthIndian Brahmin
is as proud and arrogant as the Englishman ?». We are sure, our renowned
poetess had in her mind nothing but the ¢ pride and arrogance ’ of caste
and colour. The Jat Pat Torak Conference reveals another truth, namely,
that more depends upon the manipulators of events than upon the events
themselves. If the Madras Congress, had only shown its disapproval of its
votaries holding the Varnashramite Conference, then there would have
been no Congress at all. Similarly it is no wonder, if the Lahore Congress
had not allowed the Jat Pat Torak Conference, there would have been no
Congress at all in Lahore. This is why we observed that the event is
important from many aspects.

Before proceeding to the resolutions, we wish to make a few obser-
vations to our readers in the South, about the working of the Jat Pat Torak
Mandal itself. The Mandal is working wholeheartedly for the destruction
of caste, which it believes, and rightly believes to be the only way to
national unity and solidarity. This mission it carries mainly through its
Urdu monthly ¢ The Kranti?”’, (of which we had had occasion to write in
these columns more than once) which is published with impressiveillustra-
tions and instructive articles, and through the publication of frequent
pamphlets in English and Urdu. In practical achievements, the Mandal,
under the able guidance of ita President and the Secretary seeks to carry -
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out its noble mission by the encouragement of inter-caste marriages and
inter-dining. As such, it is needless further to point out to our readers
the importance of the Mandal in general, to our country, and in parti-
cular, to our movement. With the full assurance of writing more upon
the Mandal and its achievements, on a future occasion, we wish to make
a few observations upon the resolutions.

The second resolution ¢ calling upon all kinds of Hindu organisa-
tions to include in their programme of work the discouragement of present
caste system and encouragement of inter-caste marriages,”” is one that
needs the careful attention of all the various Leagues and Associations. In
this connection we cannot but refer to the shameful action of the ¢biggest
political organisation in India , in not having allowed Mr. R. K. Shan-
mugham to table a similar resolution in the Subjects Committee of the
Congress, held at Madras. That the caste system has been the ¢ generous
gift ? of the priestly class and that it is still being nurtured by the same
community with the help of the numerous puranas, and religious texts,
needs no repetition here. So it is evident for the reformer wherein the
caste has its origin, and where exactly the axe of reform is to be laid.

The third resolution ¢ calling upon all unmarried young men and
women to give up the consideration of caste while entering into matri-
monial alliances ?’, is a wholesome advice that should be immediately
taken up by the younger generation of India. For, the responsible work
of breaking up the barriers of caste has devolved upon theshoulders of the
young, for it is they who are going to reap the consequences of the past
actions of their forefathers. Itistime therefore, that the voice of youths
gives a ready response to the call of the motherland, in getting rid of
the untold social evils existing in our country.

The next resolution of forming a Committee to ¢ introduce a Bill in
the Legislative Assembly for legalising inter-caste marriages ’’ is funda-
mentally the most important of the resolutions passed in the Conference.
For, very recently we heard in some quarters vile attempts made by the
interested and affected few for illegalising inter-caste marriages conduct-
ed under Self-respect methods. To legalise such marriages which are
increasing in numbers, it is essential thata law is immediately enacted in
order to save the worry of undergoing the tedious and undesirable task of
registration.

The fifth and the sixth resolutions ¢ advising Hindus of all claases
to abstain from mentioning their caste at the time of the census operation
and urging upon the Government the necessity of framing the Census Law
in such a way as not to make it obligatory onany person to give his caste
at the time of census operations ?’ are resolutions ventilating more or less
our own opinion on the matter. For we have a mind not only to ask the
Self-respectors, as far as possible, not to give their castes in the forth-
coming Census, but also to declare that they are not Hindus but that they

2
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are either Self-respectors, Rationalists or Free-thinkers. We insist upon
giving up the name ¢ Hindu " because, it is in the first place a fabulous
name, having no sane origin or meaning behindit. Then secondly, the
term ¢ Hindu ”’ itself is synonymous with the divisions of caste, and so in-
separable are both, that the one vanishes of its own accord, when the other
is done away with. Hence we not only applaud such resolutions but also
wish the Jat Pat Torak Mandal co-operates with us in bringing about the
sbove aims to practical achievement. While extending our hearty
congratulations to the founders of the Mandal and the organisers of the
Conference, we promise our warm support also in the noble and generous
task that they have pledged themselves to do.

(* Revolt *—Volume 2., No. 3. Dated 19th January, 1930, Erode)
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1500, 1575, 1615, 1664, 1773, 1875,
2065
war greofl, Spaurdisnf 84, 92
w@srardr 1490
wésshH 1470
abrGLrsfi 123, 1473, 1474, 1476
weof Sbwi (srivBysv) 249, 758
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rwsorflaf 620, 697, 804, 1432

gapwr, Ssralud 116, 147, 216, 232,
233, 474, 475, 659, 652, 652, 717, 741,
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1653, 1677, 1678, 1681, 1697, 1710,
1715, 1717, 1746, 1755, 1771, 2067
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pregCGarursd pry®, A F. 134

gr g™, sTed. salv. (s d) 278
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Qutisl’ Lywesrdr, &, 1. 278
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Bhagavat Gita vol. i, pt.iii-vi,xxx
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Ceylon wol. i, pt.iii-xiii; vol. ii,
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China wvol. i, pt. iii-v, xxiii, xxx;
vol. iii, pt. ix-vi
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Dalmia vol. ii, pt. ix-vii
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Goenka wvol. ii, pt. ix-vii

Griffiths, Mr vol. ii, pt. ix-iv

Guruswami, S. vol. i, pt. iii-xvii

Harishchandra vol.i, pt. iii-xxiv

Hindu Law vol. ii, pt. ix-iv
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vol. i, pt. iii-vi

¢ Hindu, The ? wvol. ii, pt. ix-iii

Hirachand vol. ii, pt. ix-vii
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ix-vii

Japan vol. i, pt. iii-xxx
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ix-viii, ix, x

¢ Justice? wvol. ii, pt. ix-iii
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Ka) wvol. i, pt. iii-vii

Kapilar wvol. i, pt. iii-xix; vol. iii,
pt. ix-iv

Kranti, The wvol. iii, pt. ix-viii
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xvii
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vol. ii, pt. ix-vi
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Nair, Dr. T.M. vol. ii, pt. ix-v
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